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Abstract

Background: The emergency department is the first entry point for the victims of accidents
and violence to receive care and treatment.The first priority of emergency department nurses
in daily dealings with these victims is to save their lives.Proper handling of available forensic
evidence that probably valuable later, may be missed. Emergency nurses may claim that we
are nurses first and our duty is to save the patient's life. Their claim may lead to confusion
about the role of forensic nursing. Clarifying the role behaviors and nurses’ expectations
about the behavior may reduce role conflicts. The recognition and acceptance of a new
specialty depends on the accurate identification of its role. Identification and clarification of
the role behaviors of the forensic nurse specifically can improve the cooperation between the
hospital, the criminal justice system, and forensic medicine as well as better implementation

of the behaviors.

Objective: The present study was conducted to examine the performed frequency and
perceived expectations of forensic role behaviors among ED nurses in Alborz province
hospitals in 2022.

Methods: The current research is a cross-sectional descriptive-correlational study that was
conducted in 2021-2022. Using convenience sampling 274 nurses working in the emergency
department of selected hospitals of Alborz province were included. Data collected using an
investigator-developed demographic questionnaire and emergency department forensic
nursing survey designed by Lynch et al. in 1990. The data were analyzed using SPSS (27)
and descriptive and inferential statistics at a significance level of P<0.05. Statistical
indicators of frequency, mean, standard deviation and tests of normality of distribution of
variables dependent and independent t-test, Wilcoxon test and Spearman and Pearson

correlation tests were used.

Findings: The results of this study showed that in the emergency departments nurses
perform most of the behaviors of the forensic nursing role less than the average (mean=2.36
+ 0.65). Also, regarding the perceived importance of forensic nursing role behaviors, nurses
perceived all the behaviors higher than the average of importance (mean = 4.23 £ 0.64).
There was a significant difference (Score=1.86) between performing the forensic nursing
role behaviors and the perceived importance of these behaviors. The total mean difference
between the performed frequency and the perceived importance was 1.86. There was no
significant correlation between the frequency of performing the behaviors of a forensic nurse



and the perceived importance of these behaviors. There was a significant correlation between
the night shift and the experience of having forensic and judicial claims and the frequency
of performing the behaviors of a forensic nurse. There was a significant correlation between
the gender of the woman and the importance of the forensic nurse's role (P<0.05). No
significant correlation was observed between age, education, work experience in the nursing
profession, work experience in the emergency department, and the number of working hours
with the frequency of performing the behaviors of the forensic nurse role and the perceived
importance of the forensic nurse role (P>0.05).

Conclusion: The findings showed that the emergency nurses of Alborz province performed
most of the behaviors of the role of a forensic nurse below the average level. This finding
indicates that nurses are inevitably faced with forensic nursing behaviors in the emergency
room. They perform some of these behaviors informally without having sufficient
knowledge and awareness and only using their personal experiences, which may lead to the
provision of non-standard care, the loss of some evidence, and the violation of justice.
Emergency nurses stated that the role of forensic nursing is vital for their daily activities,
which reflects their need to know the role of forensic nursing. Since there is no expert
forensic nurse in our country, creating a specialized course in forensic nursing at the master's
level is suggested. Also, the results of this study could be used to revise the curriculum of
the emergency nursing master's course according to the needs of nurses. It is suggested to
hold educational workshops and seminars on forensic issues for nurses in the emergency
department. For clarity and transparency of the role of forensic nurses, it is suggested to
create clinical guidelines for forensic nursing and use them in the emergency department. It
is also suggested to hold retraining courses for forensic cases in the emergency department

for doctors working in the emergency department.

Keywords: Forensic nursing, Emergency department, Role behaviors, Performed behaviors,

Importance of behaviors, Role expectations, Emergency nursing
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